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Fallbrook Chamber of Commerce
111 South Main Avenue
Fallbrook, CA 92028
info@fallbrookchamberofcommerce.org
760.728.5845
August 4, 2026
California Public Utilities Commission
Public Advisor’s Office
505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102
Public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov
Re: Formal Objection and Public Comment Opposing the Proposed Golden Pacific Powerlink Route Through or Near Fallbrook
Dear Commissioners and Public Advisor’s Office:
The Fallbrook Chamber of Commerce submits this formal objection and public comment on behalf of its member businesses and the broader Fallbrook community to the California Public Utilities Commission regarding the proposed Golden Pacific Powerlink Project, including any route alternative that would pass through, near, or otherwise significantly affect Fallbrook and surrounding North County communities.
Fallbrook is a rural, semi-rural, agricultural, equestrian, and residential community with unique wildfire, evacuation, scenic, environmental, cultural, and community planning concerns. A high voltage transmission corridor of this scale could permanently alter the character and safety of Fallbrook, burden residents and property owners, and create risks that must not be minimized or treated as secondary to statewide transmission planning goals.
This objection is based on the following concerns shared by the Fallbrook Chamber of Commerce, local businesses, residents, and community stakeholders:
1. Wildfire and evacuation risk in Fallbrook. Fallbrook and the surrounding North County backcountry include high fire risk terrain, narrow rural roads, canyons, ridgelines, open space, and communities that can face difficult evacuation conditions during wind driven fire events. Any overhead high voltage transmission route in or near this area could increase ignition concerns, interfere with firefighting access, and compound evacuation hazards.
2. Impacts to Fallbrook’s rural character. Large transmission towers, access roads, staging areas, vegetation clearing, and permanent rights-of-way could industrialize rural views, disrupt homes and neighborhoods, and weaken the agricultural, equestrian, and scenic character that defines Fallbrook.
3. Property, agriculture, and local economic impacts. The proposed corridor could burden private property, farms, groves, nurseries, ranches, small businesses, and tourism related interests. The CPUC should require a complete analysis of property value effects, operational impacts to agricultural land, construction disruption, and long-term land use limitations.
4. Environmental, open-space, watershed, and habitat concerns. Fallbrook area open space, hillsides, drainages, wildlife movement corridors, sensitive habitat, and the Santa Margarita watershed should not be fragmented, degraded, or exposed to increased erosion, sedimentation, runoff, construction impacts, vegetation clearing, or long-term maintenance disturbance without a full environmental review, meaningful alternatives analysis, and serious consideration of avoidance rather than mitigation alone.
5. Cultural, tribal, and community-planning concerns. Any route affecting cultural, archaeological, tribal, historic, or community-planning resources must be subject to early and meaningful consultation. CPUC review should not allow route selection to outpace consultation, disclosure, and public participation.
6. Need for transparent CPUC review and public participation. Fallbrook residents must have accessible notice, local public meetings, adequate time to review maps and technical materials, and a meaningful opportunity to comment before the CPUC considers any certificate, permit, environmental document, or route approval.
For these reasons, the Fallbrook Chamber of Commerce respectfully requests that the CPUC reject or require substantial revision of any Golden Pacific Powerlink route that would adversely affect Fallbrook, and that the Commission require SDG&E to fully evaluate alternatives that avoid residential neighborhoods, high fire risk areas, evacuation constrained roads, agricultural properties, open space resources, culturally sensitive lands, and scenic community assets.
The Fallbrook Chamber of Commerce further requests that this objection be included in the CPUC administrative record for the Golden Pacific Powerlink matter; that Fallbrook specific public meetings be held before any route is advanced; and that the CPUC require a transparent environmental review addressing wildfire, evacuation, property, agricultural, environmental, cultural, visual, and cumulative impacts.
Thank you for considering this formal objection submitted on behalf of the Fallbrook Chamber of Commerce, local businesses, and the broader Fallbrook community. Please provide notice of all CPUC proceedings, hearings, public participation opportunities, environmental review periods, and decision points related to the Golden Pacific Powerlink Project, particularly those affecting Fallbrook and surrounding North County communities.
Sincerely,

Lila Hargrove, CEO
Fallbrook Chamber of Commerce

image1.jpeg
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Supporting Business and Building a Better Community




